John 18 & 19 – Jesus’ Betrayal, Trial and Crucifixion

Objective: to engage with the reality of Jesus’ crucifixion, drawing us to worship Jesus for His death on our behalf, and causing us to respond in action.

**Print out copies of John 18&19 from The Voice on the msureallife.com website.

Launch: Sometimes we read the Gospel accounts as a history textbook because we know the ending.  As we read this, really try to engage with the reality of the story.

Read John 18-19 from The Voice, assigning all parts of the story to people in the bible study.  Ask people to read well, but not be funny.
O: What sticks out to you about the story as read this way?

O: Each of the Gospel writers included different aspects of Jesus’ trial and execution.  O/I: What do you think was important to John about Jesus’ betrayal, trial and crucifixion based on what he’s recorded for us?  (He seems to focus on Peter’s denial of Jesus (18:12-18, 25-27), Jesus’ trial before Pilate (18:28-19:15), Jesus’ appointing him to take care of Mary (vv. 25-27).  Interestingly, he only says “they crucified him” about the physical crucifixion.
There are 4 main sections of John’s account.  18:1-11 (The Betrayal); 18:12-27 (Jesus’ pre-trial before Anas and Peter’s denial); 18:28-19:15 (Jesus’ trial before Pilate); 19:16-30 (Jesus’ Crucifixion)
Look again at 18:1-11

O/I: What picture is painted of Jesus?

O/I:What picture(s) are painted of the other character(s)? How do they contrast to Jesus?
Look at 18:12-27

O/I: What picture is painted of Jesus?

O/I: What picture(s) are painted of the other character(s)?  How do they contrast to Jesus?
Look at 18:28-19:15

O/I: What picture is painted of Jesus?

O/I: What picture(s) are painted of the other character(s)?  How do they contrast to Jesus?

O: John barely mentions the ideas of Jesus as “King” or His “Kingdom” in his gospel up until now, where it is obviously a big idea for John.

I: Why do you think John emphasizes Jesus’ Kingship here (at his trial and crucifixion) but not earlier?  Likely to avoid wrong ideas of who and for what purpose the Messiah was coming (political ideas).
I: What significance does Jesus’ position as King add to His crucifixion?  Could be many things, but at least it highlights the difference between him and other Kings as well as shows that His Kingship is consummated by dying and raising from the dead.
Look at 19:16-30

O/I: What picture is painted of Jesus?

O/I: What picture(s) are painted of the other character(s)?  How do they contrast to Jesus?
I/A: Jesus’ final statement, “It is finished!” is all one word in Greek: Tetelestai, and it was commonly used in business to mean “paid in full”.  What do you think Jesus meant when he said this?  What significance does it have in your life?  How does it make you feel?
Application

A: Take a few minutes and meditate on this true story… let it sink in…  What seems most personally significant to you?

A: How would you like these truths to affect your life more?
A: Thinking just about Jesus’ death on the cross… What strikes you as important to your life?  What difference has His death made in your life?  How do you want it to affect your life more?  You may want to emphasize the theological truths of Jesus dying on the cross for the sins of those who will believe in Him, and that someone’s response may be to put their faith in Him.
A: Read 1 Peter 2:21-25; Heb 12:1-3; Gal 5:14

How do you think Jesus’ death should affect your life based on these verses?

A: Read Mark 8:34-38.  What do you think it means for you to “deny yourself” and “pick up your cross” to follow Jesus?

A: Write down 1 personal application.

A: Write down 1 person you think needs to hear about Jesus’ death on the cross for them.
Announcements:

