Life Group #10: Another Advocate
John 14:12-27
Objectives: We want people to know that the Holy Spirit is God and that He indwells all followers of Christ.  We want to live obedient, loving lives through the power of the Holy Spirit and prayer in the name of Jesus

Launch
If you wanted to make Christ known on campus, how would you do it?  You can assume you have all the money you need.

We are in the middle of Jesus teaching the disciples a few hours before He is betrayed and arrested.  He knows He is leaving and He is preparing them for life without Him.  Jesus has a plan in place to not only let the campus know about Him but the world.  Pray.

Explore

Read John 14:1 and 14:27
· Why would their hearts be troubled?  
· Why do you think these 2 verses say essentially the same thing?  We can expect the verses in between to help them not be troubled.

· How did Jesus comfort them in 1-11?  He promised that He was preparing a place for them to be permanently in His presence.
Read 14:12-14

· What would comfort them in this passage?  They can ask anything in His name and He will do it!  
· What does it mean to ask in His name?  It is much more than a tag on the end of the prayer.  It is praying in accordance with the character and commands of Jesus.  The name of a person represented their whole being, their character and their goal in life.  V. 13 also gives some great insight.  The ultimate goal is not prayers that fulfill our fleshly desires, but prayers that bring glory to God.
· Who is doing the “work” in v. 14?  How does He do that?

Read 14:15-27

· What would comfort them in this passage?  He is not leaving them as orphans but is giving them another counselor/advocate/helper, etc…
· Who is He talking about in verse 16?  The Holy Spirit (see v 26)
· What do we learn about the Holy Spirit in this passage?  He is like Jesus b/c Jesus calls Him “another” Helper.  He is a person (notice the use of personal pronouns) and He lives in followers of Jesus.
· What are the different ways “Counselor” is translated?  Advocate, Helper, Comforter.
· Why would there be 4 different ways to say one word?  The Greek word has rich meanings that make it hard to translate into one English word.
· What does each of the English words teach us about the role of the Holy Spirit?  Have people describe each of the English words.  The Greek word literally means “one called alongside” to plead the person’s case or to help that person.
· What is your response to the fact that God the Holy Spirit lives in you to help you and advocate for you? 

· How should this affect our lives?
· Verse 22 is a great question, how does Jesus answer it?
· Does Jesus plan to show Himself to the world?  Note- “the world” in John refers to people that do not follow God.
· Jesus could have written His name in the stars, but He did not.  How will Jesus let the world know who He is?  He chose to reveal Himself to the world through the love and obedience of His followers!  Read 13:34-35.
Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)
· What keeps us from loving and obeying?

· How can we love God and obey Him?  There are many answers but make sure the two means/gifts given in this passage are covered: asking in His name, and the Holy Spirit.  Knowing God is also a key theme in chapter 14.  Abiding in Christ is a key theme of chapter 15.
· What can we do to help spur one another on towards love and obedience of God?
· Print out Life Concept #4 and give to everyone to do on their own.  This will help them know how to live in the power of the Holy Spirit.
· If Jesus were to answer my opening question, how would he answer?  Who are people in your life that Jesus wants to “show himself to” through you?
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3.
Announcements 

