Life Group #11: Surrendering to the Cross

John 18,19

Objectives: Part of our DNA is “Surrender to the King”, and we want people to see how Jesus surrendered His life to the cross because of His love for the Father and us. We also want to see how we each need to embrace that Jesus died for each of us, and our appropriate response is to embrace our need for the cross.

Vision (3 minutes)- Use your own words… 
In the passage we’re looking at tonight, Jesus and Peter give us a great example of why we need to surrender and why it can be hard to do. Here Jesus wants to live out the purpose/mission that God the Father has laid out for Him, while Peter is trying to fight against it.

Launch
When you hear the word surrender, what comes to your mind?  
Explore

Read John 18:1-11

· Describe the scene 
· What are the intentions of Judas and the soldiers? (At this point the priests and Pharisees have decided that they want Jesus dead, and Judas has led them to Him in order for his capture)

· How does Jesus react to the soldiers? (Jesus knows why they have come and is ready to surrender, He is concerned with keeping the disciples safe)
· How does Peter’s reaction differ from Jesus’? How does Jesus respond to Peter? (Peter does not understand Jesus’ need to surrender and fights back. This is another example of Peter being out of step with God’s will. READ and pay special attention to 18:11: Jesus wants to live out the will of the Father and Peter is fighting that)
Read 18:12-18
· How and to whom does Peter deny Jesus? (Peter denies knowing who Jesus is, and note that it was just to a servant girl standing outside, not to someone with any authority)
· Why is it so hard for Peter to admit to being with Jesus? (Peter is confused and may be scared for his life. He was ready to fight earlier, but now that Jesus is away, he is now crumbling under the pressure)
Read 18:19-24

· Who is questioning Jesus? (Annas, the high priest. Notice that it is someone with much more authority than those who were questioning Peter)
· How does Jesus answer these questions? How does his answer differ from Peter’s? (Jesus holds onto his witness, not going against anything he has said or claims to be)
· As Jesus bears his witness, what consequence is he surrendering to? (He knows that this will lead to His death on the cross, but He surrenders because he knows this is the path God has laid out for Him, Jn18:11)
Read 18:25-27, and then Mark 14:72

· As Peter denies Jesus a third time, what feelings overcome him? Why?

· Can you relate to Peter? How would you feel? Embarrassed? Scared? Like you let Jesus down? (Peter really does love Jesus but still denied Him, people)
Read John 19:1-16

· Why doesn’t Jesus try to defend himself? (Again, Jesus knows He has to die on the cross and must fulfill His mission, even though He is repeatedly asked to try to offer a defense in efforts to save Himself. You may want to ref. Jn10:17)
Read 19:17-37

· What is finished? (Jesus stuck through it till the end, and has now sacrificed himself as penalty for our sin. This was to fulfill His mission and purpose)

· How does Jesus’ love for the Father and for us involve Him surrendering to the cross? (Jesus knew that we could never have a relationship with God without Him dying on the cross. This is so important to Him that he was willing to surrender Himself to the cross in order to die for us all)
Apply 

If you asked Jesus what the most important part of His life was it wouldn’t be all of His miracles, it would be Him surrendering His life to the cross. Peter’s lowest point was His inability to surrender his life and identity to the love of Jesus. Peter wanted to protect himself and Jesus, but did not recognize his need to be saved.

· How does it feel to know that Jesus wanted to-not just had to-die for you? (You may want to ref. Rom 5:6-8)
· In what part of your life are you denying Jesus and needing to surrender to the cross, knowing that it is keeping you from fully experiencing Christ’s love? (For Peter it was his witness, hopefully people will share and you will be able to pray for each other)
· Write down one application for you personally.
· Write down 1 person you will tell what you learned.
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3
