Life Group #12: New Life in Christ
John 20; 1 Peter 1:3-8
Objectives: We want people to know and experience new life in Christ through his resurrection from the dead.  We want people to live out this new life in Christ.

Launch
If a friend of yours wanted to change his life, what would you tell him to do?

Explore

Tonight we are going to spend some time with one of the main followers of Jesus- Peter.  Last week we spent some time looking at the crucifixion of Jesus and the denial of Peter.  Peter is a great person for us to look at because we can relate to Peter.  He said he would follow Christ to the death, yet he denied knowing Christ a few hours later.  He is a flawed follower of Jesus just like us.  He is a great person for us to look at since he can give us hope.  In a period of 50 days Peter’s life was radically changed.  If Peter can change, then all of us have hope that we can change!

In John 18 Peter denies Jesus three times and leaves Jesus as he is taken and crucified.  In Acts 2:14-41 we get a totally different picture of Peter.

Read Acts 2:22-41
· How is Peter different in this passage?  (He is bold, courageous, confident and respected)
· This happens less than 50 days after his denial.  Why do you think Peter is so different?  What happened in those 50 days that changed Peter?

· He received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2).

· He spent 40 days with Jesus learning about the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:4)

· He received the forgiveness of Jesus (John 21)

· He was sent by Jesus (John 20:21, Acts 1:8, Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24)

· He saw the risen Christ (John 20:1-8)

· Tonight we are going to focus on the last one- the resurrection of Jesus.

Read John 20:1-9
· Why is the resurrection of Jesus a big deal?  Why would this change Peter?  Why was this a central point in his sermon?

· There are many great reasons why the resurrection is so important and central to the Christian faith.  Peter himself talks about this in his letter we call 1 Peter.

Read 1 Peter 1:3-10

· According to this passage why was Peter so different after Jesus was raised from the dead?  (He was born again into a living Hope.)
· What does it mean that he was born again (or given a new birth)?

· What is a living hope?

· Why was this important to Peter?  (Even though Peter genuinely loved Jesus, and he heard his teaching for 3 years he was unable to follow Jesus on his own.  To be born again means that he has a new life, a fresh start with a new hope.  His past failures are forgiven and gone because Christ has made Him new.  His future is set b/c he has an inheritance from God that is perfect!  Christ made him a new spiritual Peter who is able to follow Christ with all His heart, soul and strength!)
Peter gives us hope because the hopeless failure we see in the gospels is radically different than the Peter we see after the resurrection of Jesus.
Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)
· Do you believe that God can change you like He changed Peter?  Why or why not?

· What can we do to see this kind of change in our life?  (1.  Believe (trust) that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God who died in our place for forgiveness of sins.  He rose again conquering death so that we can have a new life in Him.  2.  Consider yourself dead to sin but alive to Christ.  See Romans 6 for more on this)
· If a friend of yours wanted to change his life, what would you tell him to do?

· How can we practically live out this new life in Christ? How can we practically consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to Christ?

· Write down one application for you personally.
· Write down the name of 1 person you think will benefit hearing about what you learned.
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3.
Announcements 

Christmas conference!!!

