Life Group #4: Do you want to get well?

John 5:1-15, 24-30

Objectives: We want to discover that Jesus alone is able to bring healing and wholeness.  We want them to experience the forgiveness and healing that only he can offer.

Launch
When it comes to following Christ, what are the things that hinder you?

Explore

Read John 5:1-9a

· Describe the scene in your own words (what do you observe).  (A man that was an invalid for 38 years was laying at a pool hoping to be healed when Jesus approaches him and asks if he wants to get well.  There were many sick people but Jesus approached this guy. Legend had it that an angel would come stir up the water and the first person to get in the water would be healed)
· In v. 6, Jesus seems to ask a strange question.  Why would this man not want to get well?  (There may be many reasons…  He was used to living this way.  Even though he did not seem to have a great life, it was all he knew.  If he were healed he would have to learn a job, work, and adjust to a whole new way of life.)
· What picture of Jesus do we get from this passage?  (Jesus seems to know stuff about this guy without being told; He has compassion on the guy; He has the power to heal with one word)
Read John 5:9b-15

· It seems like Jesus left the crowd of sick people without healing them in order to find this guy.  Why would he do that?  (There is something more important than physical healing- the healing of one’s soul.  If people do not get this, move to the next question to see if the context will clarify)
· Jesus indicates that there is something worse than being an invalid (v. 14).  What do you think he is referring to?  What could be worse than being an invalid for 38 years?  (Missing out on eternal life!  Read 5:24-30.)
· According 5:24 what does one need to do in order to get eternal life? (Hear His word and believe)
· In v. 14 Jesus commands the guy to “stop sinning.”  What do you think he means by that?  (He is challenging the guy to turn from a life of sin and receive forgiveness and wholeness of the soul).
· What picture of Jesus do we get from this passage? (The righteous judge, the sent one from God to offer eternal life by dying on the cross for our sins)
Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)

· The question “do you want to get well” can also apply to our spiritual lives.  We are unable to stop sinning without the help of Jesus.  What are some reasons why someone would not like to “get well” in the area of sin?  Why would a person not turn from sin to receive forgiveness from Jesus?

· What are some reasons you do not want to “get well”?

· What picture of Jesus in this passage would help you turn from sin to receive healing and forgiveness from Him?
· If there are people who are not “believers” in Jesus, you need to offer them a chance to receive Christ!  Eternal life starts now!
· For those that are followers of Christ, but still living in sin- John wrote a letter explaining how we are to deal with the sin that is currently in our lives.
· Read 1 John 1:8-10
· Give people a few minutes to privately confess their sin and receive forgiveness…
Vision (3 minutes)- Use your own words… 
We do want to be a group that shares Christ with others.  We do not just want to just pass on facts, but we want to pass on what we have learned and experienced.  Is there someone you know that could use forgiveness and healing from Jesus?
· Write down the names of these people.
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3.
· Have one person close in prayer
Announcements (5 minutes) 

Set up meeting time/place to go to Real Life.  
