Life Group #5: Feeding the 5000

John 6:1-15

Objectives: We want to believe and know that Jesus is the Holy One of God (6:69).  We want to stop following Jesus for our own purposes, but rather feast on Him as the living bread.

Vision (3 minutes)- Use your own words… 
We want to be a Christ-centered community demonstrating compassion to MSU and campuses around the world. As much as we exist for one another, we also exist for the other 45,000 students at MSU. We desire to reach in to each other’s lives within this group but also to people outside this group who don’t know Christ. This is a place where you can bring those who you are reaching out to. What would make this a place that you would want to bring your friends to?
Launch
What are some wrong motives people have in following Jesus?  
Explore

Read John 6:1-4

· Describe the scene 
· Why does John mention Passover?  (This is a time of great nationalistic fervor, a time of celebration that brings thousands of Jews from all over the region)
Read John 6:5-13
· Retell the miracle in your own words.

· How are the disciples involved in this miracle?

· Why does Jesus involve His disciples in this miracle?  

· John’s purpose in writing this book was that we would believe that Jesus was the Christ, and that by believing we may have life in His name (20:31). How does this passage help you believe that He is the Christ?  What does this teach you about life in His name?

Read 6:14, 15

· How does the crowd respond?

· Jesus is presented with a potential army of 5,000 men wanting him to be King.  Why does he not take it?  If Jesus does not want an army or land, what is the nature of his Kingdom (cf. 18:36,37)

After this John records the miracle of Jesus walking on water (another example of his power and authority over nature which is a sign of 

divinity).  We will pick up the story with the crowd.  

Read 6:24&25

· Why do you think the crowd is hunting down Jesus?

Read 6:26-29

· Why did Jesus say they were seeking Him?  How would you phrase this in your own words?  (they did not want Jesus, they wanted him for what he could do for them- free food, power, etc…)

· What does Jesus offer instead of free food?

· How are they to get this food that endures to eternal life?

· What does it mean to believe?  (Important to talk about trusting Jesus for salvation, not just to meet your felt needs.  It involves following Him with your life whether or not all your needs are met).
Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)

· What do you learn about Jesus in this passage?

As a result of His “hard teaching” many of his followers stop following Jesus (6:66).  

· Why do you think they left?

·  In what ways do you try to use God for your own purposes?

· We all have felt like bailing on Jesus at times in our life.  What will keep you from walking away?

· Write down one application for you personally.

· Write down 1 person you will tell what you learned.

· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3.

· Have one person close in prayer

Announcements (5 minutes) 

Set up meeting time/place to go to Real Life.  

Announce Fall Retreat 10.8-10.  Discuss what would keep people coming.  Fall Retreat is a great place to learn more about the Bread of Life- Jesus.
