Life Group #6: Jesus the liberator

John 7:53-8:11

Objectives: We want people to KNOW that Jesus did not come to condemn, but to set people free from sin.  We want to be people that surrender control of our life and receive his forgiveness and freedom.
Launch
Why do people often feel condemned around religious people?
Explore

Read John 7:53-8:11  (though people question if this passage belongs in this chapter of John, most scholars believe that this is a true story about Jesus that belongs in scripture)

· What are your initial thoughts and observations as you hear this story?
· Describe the scene from vs. 1-6.  (you will want to notice that they were caught in the act by at least 2 people.  It was probably a set-up to trap Jesus since the man is not on trial.  Also, it is worth mentioning that for someone to be stoned to death there need to be 2 witnesses that are not guilty of the same sin)

· How would you define adultery?  (any sex outside marriage)

· What is the dilemma that Jesus faces here?  (He can deny the law of Moses, or seem harsh and unforgiving.  They expected him to let her go then they would charge him with breaking the law)

Read John 8:7-9
· How does Jesus handle the dilemma?  (he makes it personal with them by naming their sin and disqualifying them as witnesses)
Read 8:10-11

· What does Jesus do with the woman?  (He does not condemn her and then gives her a challenge.  It is important to notice that he does not condemn her first, then gives her a challenge)
· How can he not condemn her? Do you think he is ok with adultery?  She is guilty, and he is able to judge her, why does he not do this?  

· It is important to allow scripture to interpret itself.  Take some time to look at the following 2 passages that will answer this question:  

· 1 Peter 2:22-25 (He does not condemn her because he was condemned for her.  He took the blows from the stones meant for her and us.  The law required stoning, and Jesus was the one to receive those stones so the woman could be set free).
· John 3:16-18  (He did not condemn, because his purpose was to save people.  The world is already condemned, so Jesus came to provide salvation!)  
· What do we need to do to not be condemned?  (believe in His name = trusting in who He is and what He has done for us on the cross)
· First Jesus tells her that she is not condemned, and then he challenges her to go and leave her life of sin.  How can we do this?  Is this possible for us to leave a life of sin?  Do we have to just try hard? 

READ John 8:31-32; 35-36

· From these verses, how is it possible for us to not sin?  (It has to start with us receiving Christ and hearing him pronounce that we are not condemned.  When that happens we become His son or daughter, and he pronounces us free from sin!  Jesus has set us free and sin has no power over us.  We do not have to sin anymore.  We need to abide (hold) in His teachings and allow the truth of the Bible to set us free)
Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)

· John’s purpose in writing this gospel is to prove that Jesus is the Messiah, the true King.  What would cause you to want to follow Jesus from this passage? 

There are at least three applications in this story for us: a. we need to receive His payment for our sin, b. we should not condemn ourselves if He does not condemn us and c. we need to walk in the freedom Jesus gives us by not living in sin.
· Which of these applications do you most need?

· How can we help each other walk in freedom? (include speaking the truth of Christ to one another…)
· We live in a society where many people feel condemned; who is one person that you think would be encouraged to hear this story?  Pray for that we would have the opportunity to share this story with them this week.  Break into groups to pray!
Announcements (5 minutes) 

The best way to battle the lies we believe about condemnation is by hearing truth.  Pass out Who Am I sheet to each student.  The sheet lists scripture that describes what is true of each person that is a follower of Jesus.
