Life Group #8: The Foot Washing
John 13:1-17
Objectives: We want people to know that Jesus loves us by washing and serving us.   We want to respond by accepting his cleansing and by serving/loving one another.
Launch
True or False: CCC has a reputation at MSU for being a loving, serving group?  Why?

For the next several weeks we are going to look at some of the last words of Jesus.  In John 13-17 we get to listen in as Jesus gives some final instructions to his disciples.

Explore

Read John 13:1-11
· John tells us that this event happens right before the Passover.  Why would that be significant?
· What does 13:1 tell us about Jesus and His plan for the next few hours?  (He knew he was going to die on the cross so He wanted to show His love to the disciples and also prepare them for life without Him.  Everything from this point forward in John looks forward to the cross.)  
· Describe the scene in vs. 2-3.  What did Jesus know about Himself?  (Jesus knew He was God and had ultimate power, he also knew he would be betrayed by a friend and die on the cross)  
· Jesus knew He was God and had power over everything and He also knew that He was going to be brutally beaten and killed.  What would you expect Jesus to do?  

· What does He do instead?  Why is this so shocking?  (Foot washing was the worst “dirty job” at the time.  It was the role of the lowest slave.  It is also shocking that his betrayer was at the table, as well as the one who would deny Him.)
· Why did Jesus wash their feet?
· Knowing the awful nature of this job, Peter’s response makes sense.  What was Jesus talking about in verses 7&8?  (The foot washing was a physical metaphor for the spiritual cleansing that each of us need.  The foot washing looks forward to Jesus “washing our feet” by dying on the cross for our sins).
· Jesus said “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  Does He still need to “wash our feet today”?  If so, how does He do it? How do we allow Him to wash us?  (We accept his death on the cross as our payment for our sins.  This is the good news that we can not wash ourselves, but that we need to allow Jesus to “wash us” by accepting His death for us!).
· What keeps people from allowing Jesus to wash them today?  (Pride, some don’t know they need to be washed, some don’t know how to accept His washing them, some do not think that He would want to wash them etc…  You should offer to talk to everyone about this for their own life.)
Most other religions say “clean up your act”.  This passage makes it clear that Christianity is not about cleaning up your act, it is about God coming to earth to make us clean.  Jesus put away the clothes of glory, and put on human nature, in order to wash our feet by dying on the cross in our place.  Jesus did this so that we would know the full extent of his love.  Take a moment to reflect on the depth of the love of God for you.

· In what way do you need to respond to His love? (some need to accept His love by receiving Him, others need to take time to praise and thank Him, others may need to confess and receive His forgiveness and healing)
Jesus was making a point about Himself in verses 2-11, but in verses 12-17 he has a lesson for the disciples.

· Read 12-17.  What is Jesus teaching them?

· What is the promise they receive if the obey?

· How did the disciples practically live this command out?  (Read Acts 2:42-47; also they were known for serving and loving one another to the point of even dying for one another.  They surrendered their rights to take care of each other).
· Jesus summarized His teaching in John 13:34 (READ IT).  How does Jesus love us?  (It was an act of His will, he chose to love us, it was done with a purpose in mind to draw us closer to God, He laid down His rights and His life etc.. X-ref John 15:12-13)

Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)
· How can we practically love one another like this?  What are ways we can help each other draw closer to God?  How can we bow low and serve each other?
· Why is it so hard to do this for others?
This is one of the most talked about yet least applied passages of scripture.

· What will keep you from living this out?

· Make plans as a group to live this out practically.
· Write down one application for you personally.
· Write down the name of 1 person you will serve by faith this week.
