Life Group #9: The way, and the truth, and the life.
John 14:1-11
Objectives: We want people to know that Jesus is God and the only way to God.  We want to respond by believing (trusting) in Him.  We want to do great works by asking in His name.
Launch
What are things in your life that leave you troubled?

We are in the middle of Jesus teaching the disciples a few hours before He is betrayed and arrested.  He knows He is leaving and He is preparing them for life without Him.  Pray.

Explore

Read John 14:1-4
· Why would their hearts be troubled?
· What is Jesus trying to teach his followers?  (Remember that “believe” can be translated as trust.  It is amazing to notice that He is on the way to the cross, one of His disciple’s is on the way to betray Him, another one will deny Him, and all will run, yet he takes time to comfort them by telling them about heaven and being in His presence!)

· How would these verses comfort his “troubled” disciples?  (They will be permanently in His presence)

· What are things that are “troubling” you right now?  Where do you go when your heart is troubled?  How do you try to deal with it?
· What does verse 5 tell us about the disciples?  (They did not get that He was dying…)
Read 14:6-7

· What does Jesus claim about Himself in these verses?  What does it mean that He is The Way, The Truth and The Life?  (He is the only way for us to be in God’s presence, plus so much more.  Be sure to wrestle with this in your life)
· What do you like about this claim?  (There is a way to know and experience God!  It is possible!)
· What is hard for you to handle about this claim?

This is an exclusive claim that is not popular in our culture and it was not popular in His day.  Once again, Jesus seems to allow for no middle ground.  Either you follow Him fully or you do not follow Him at all.  He does not really leave room for us to just like Him as a teacher.  In other words, either He truly IS the Way, and the Truth, and the Life or He is insane or a dangerous liar.  (There may be people that want to 

discuss the question: Do all path’s lead to the same destination?  There is a great article from 1997 that covers this: http://www.leaderu.com/wri/articles/paths.html)
Even though His claim is exclusive (He is the only Way) it is also very inclusive because anybody can place their trust in Him and know God intimately.  It does not matter if they are moral or immoral; it does not matter where they are from or if they are rich or poor.  All people are free to follow the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

We want to turn from talking about others and make it more personal.

· Our culture is full of things that claim to offer satisfaction, fulfillment and life.  Yet, Jesus say’s that He is the only way, the only truth, and the only life.  Where are you most tempted to try to find direction, answers and life apart from God?

· Why do we go to these places?

· What can help us turn to Christ as the way, the truth and the life? 

· How can verses 7-11 help answer the question above?  (Believe/trust and know are mentioned 7 times in these verses.  Since Jesus started the conversation with a command to believe or trust in Him, it would make sense that this is a key application point for us)
· What can we do to know Christ more?  Read John 20:31- How would John suggest we know Christ more?  (If you have time you could also cross-reference to Philippians 3:1-11)
Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)
· What will keep you from knowing Christ?

· How can we help one another know Christ?  You may want to set up a scripture reading plan and accountability…

· Write down one application for you personally.
· Write down the name of 1 person you think will benefit hearing about what you learned.
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3.
Announcements (5 minutes) 

