Life Group #1: A Radical Gospel-centered Life

Acts 13:13-14:23

Objectives: To look at how Paul’s life was radically centered on the Gospel when he founded the churches in Galatia and to reflect on what keeps us from living lives that are radically centered on the Gospel.



Launch
What does it look like when a person’s life is radically centered on Christ and his Gospel? How would you describe their relationship with God and their relationships with others?
The remainder of the semester we’ll be studying the book of Galatians. The book is all about the Gospel and the Spirit. Before reading the letter Paul wrote to the Galatians, we’ll begin by looking at how he founded the churches in the province of Galatia on his first missionary journey. I’d encourage each of you to read through Galatians several times before we start in Chapter 1 next week!

Helpful background info on Galatians: http://www.studylight.org/dic/hbd/view.cgi?number=T2169
Explore

Read Acts 13:13-52

· O: What are your initial thoughts and observations from this passage? What stands out to you?
· O: What do we learn about the people Paul shared about Jesus with?
· O: How did they respond to Paul’s message?
· I: Why do you think the people responded the way they did?
Read Acts 14:1-23

· O: What are your initial thoughts and observations from this passage? What stands out to you?
· O: What do we learn about the people Paul shared about Jesus with?
· O: How did they respond to Paul’s message?
· I: Why do you think the people responded the way they did?
· From these two sections, how was Paul’s life radically centered on Christ and His Gospel?

· I: What is the message of the Gospel? How would you communicate it to someone else? (Introduce the Knowing God Personally Booklet- and take time to walk through it. Remember not to assume that everyone in your Life Group has began a relationship with Christ.)
· I/A: For those of us who believe the Gospel message, what are some of the promises that are now true for us? Why is the Gospel so important? (There are so many promises that we have! We have eternal life (John 3:16, 1 Pet. 5:10, etc., We are called children of God (Galatians 4, John 1:12), all of our sins are forgiven (Heb. 10:1-18, 1 John 1:9), We are justified (forgiven and declared righteous- Gal. 2, Rom. 3, 5 etc.), we are forever secure in the love of Christ (Rom. 8:35-39), we’ve been given the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13, Gal. 4, 5) These promises are AWESOME! And these are just a few!)  
Mark- this question might be a great time to point out that “Gospel” literally means good news.  The answers you are looking for here is why it is good news and why it is worth telling everyone.  I would try to rephrase this using good news which then will help with application.  I think this is important since so many people think the gospel is only sharing the KGP.  If that is the case many people will see it only as a duty.  I think Paul and the others in the early church saw that the news was great and they wanted/had to pass that on to everyone!!
· A: If all these things are true, what keeps you from sharing the Good News with others? (There could be many reasons here, but they all usually stem from our P.U.S – Pride, Unbelief, Self-Centeredness)
· A: Who is one person who would benefit from hearing this good news?
· A: What is keeping you from living a life that is centered on Christ and His Gospel?
· A: What is one aspect of this study that you want to focus on for application this week?

Vision (3 minutes)- Use your own words… 

We wanted to invite you all to our large group meeting called Real Life.  We meet Thursday nights at 7:30.  Real Life is designed to be a safe, relational environment for unbelieving and believing students to know and encounter Christ… 

Announcements (5 minutes) 

· Invite to Barn Dance.
---------------------------------------------------------

Note for Life Group Leaders about the Galatians Bible Studies:

There are three types of questions in these Bible studies:

O: Observation-  (These questions are asking, “What does the passage say?” The answers to these questions are found right in the Scripture passage. When asking these questions it will be crucial to continually ask the question “Where do you see that in the passage?” People will often want to interpret what the meaning of the passage without first knowing what it says.)

I: Interpretation- (These questions are asking, “What does the passage mean?” Some help notes are included, but for more help, use a solid commentary on Galatians. Ask a staff member for a recommendation. A free IVP Galatians commentary is available here: http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/. Another good resource is www.studylight.org. 

A: Application- (These questions are asking, “What does this passage mean for our lives and what are we going to do about it?”  This is usually the weakest aspect of most Life Groups. We learn what the passage means but we often fail to apply it to our lives. This is where it will be crucial for you to reflect on the passage and apply it to your our life. Let us be hearers of the Word AND doers of the Word (James 1:22-23)).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
