Life Group #6: Justification by Faith

Galatians 2:11-21

Objectives: To understand Justification by Faith and begin to understand how it applies to our lives 



Launch
Why is it that we as people tend to be overly defensive in the face of criticism? Why is it so hard for us to admit that we’re wrong? (Every day, our hearts are seeking new ways to be justified or to appear righteous. We long to think better of ourselves, and we long to look better than everyone else. Since we’re obsessed with appearing “right”, we can’t admit when we’re wrong)
Context 

Paul has demonstrated that he received his gospel independently of human teaching (1:13-17), of the major churches (1:18-24), and of the major church leaders (2:1-10) From the beginning of the letter, Paul has sought to show that his authority and his gospel are “not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ” (1:1).
Explore

Read Galatians 2:11-21

· O: What are your initial thoughts and observations from this passage? What stand out to you? 

v. 11-14
· O: What was Peter doing and what was the result of his actions?

· I: What made his conduct “not in step with the truth of the Gospel”? (Peter’s actions were hypocritical. First, he appeared to be afraid of what the “circumcision party” (the Judaizers) would think of him eating with the Gentiles. He sought their approval instead of knowing that God already approves him. Second, aligning with the Judaizers was also aligning with their message- that one must have faith in Christ to be saved, BUT that they must also follow the law and become like a Jew to be saved. That is adding to and distorting the gospel)
· A: Can you think of a time when you did something in order to win the approval of others? What was the situation? How is that for you not living in the truth of the Gospel?(When we fear others and live for their approval, we fail to understand the truth of the gospel. Through Christ, we as believers are reconciled to God- we are now totally approved and loved by him. When we are secure in that belief, we don’t have to fear whether or not others approve of us.)
v. 15-21

· I: What is Paul trying to communicate in v. 15-16? (Social consciousness at the time: The Jews were righteous (because they were observant of the law) and the Gentiles were sinners (because they neither had the law nor obeyed it). Paul is saying that both Jews and Gentiles must believe in Christ in order to be justified- obedience to the law is not enough)
· I: What does it mean to be justified by faith? (Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight (Grudem, Sys. Theo, p.722). Essentially, through faith or trust in Christ, we are looked upon by God as if we, like Christ, perfectly obeyed His will. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor 5:21) We are now not guilty and fully pleasing to God in Christ. This is truly Good News!)
· I: Verses 17 and 18 are a bit confusing. What do you think Paul is trying to say in your own words? (Because justification by faith comes apart from the law, opponents of Paul might have argued that in Paul’s gospel - Christ promotes sin. If Paul were to align with the Judaizers, he would be rebuilding justification through the law, which is what he been trying to tear down. This is one thought on these challenging verses)
· O/I: What do we learn about Paul, and what do we learn about God from verses 19-21? Why are these truths so significant?

· A: In what ways do we “set aside the grace of God”? In what ways do we seek to be justified by our spiritual performance? 
· A: Knowing that our righteousness comes to us only by God’s grace can free us to finally be honest with God and with each other. Is there something in your life that you need to bring to the light before God and before a trusted friend? Is there someone that you need to apologize to and admit that you were in the wrong? (Not everyone will be comfortable sharing in your Life Group, but it’s important to challenge them to follow through with this application point during the week. This is one of the most beautiful application points of Justification. We can finally put down our filthy garments of self-righteousness (Is. 64:6) and admit that we need grace and we need Christ’s righteousness.)
Announcements (5 minutes) 

Rides to Real Life and Fall Retreat on 10/10-10-12! Remember that there are scholarships available for FR.

