Life Group #8: Adoption as Sons

  




   Galatians 3:26-4:1-7

Objectives: To understand and live out the privileges we have as adopted children of God (4:1-7)  and the unity that we should have as brothers and sisters in Christ (v.26-29)

Launch
How would you describe your relationship with your father? What are some of the privileges or blessings you have experienced in your relationship with him? What have been some of the hard or hurtful things?

Context

In 3:15-25, Paul talks about how the promise given to Abraham came before the law and is not annulled by the law. The promise of blessings and inheritance given to Abraham by faith also foretold of Christ- in whom there is eternal blessing and inheritance by faith. He insists that the law does not give life, but rather held everyone captive UNTIL faith (in Christ) came, who justifies (forgives and approves) all who have faith.


Explore

Read Galatians 3:26-4:7

· O: What are some initial observations or thoughts you have from this section? What questions arise?

v. 26-29

· O/I: How would you sum up verses 26-29 in your own words? (Here’s Paul logic-
i. All who have Faith in Christ are “sons of God” – there is no distinction between us
ii. Being a son of God means a person is a member of Abraham’s seed
iii. As member of Abraham’s seed, they are heirs according to the promise (a relationship with God that entails his blessing and goodness))

· I: What does Paul mean by verse 27? How is baptism related to being united with Christ? (Paul wants the Galatians to recall how their baptism was a sign of how they were already united with Christ and included in the family of God through faith. Don’t get hung up in a lengthy debate- those make great after-Life Group discussions. Baptism is an outward expression of faith in Christ, not a prerequisite to faith in Christ. You can take students to 1 Cor. 1:13-17 and Romans 1:16- Christ sent Paul not to baptize but to preach the gospel and we know from Rom. 1 that the gospel, not baptism, is the power of salvation for all who believe)
· O/I: Paul breaks down several different types of barriers in v.28. What are the barriers? Why is this significant?(neither Jew nor Greek (cultural and racial division), slave nor free (social or class division), male nor female (gender bias or division))
· A: In what ways do we as believers put up barriers between ourselves and other brothers or sisters in Christ? What can we do to better live out unity in the body of Christ? What will you practically do to build unity this week? (We need to get really practical here. We talk about unity a lot, but we often don’t do anything about it. Is there another Life Group that you can pray for? Is there another person that you need to be reconciled with? Are there others groups of people who you can encourage this week?)
v. 1-7

· I: What do you think Paul is saying through this analogy and how does it relate to the Galatians? 
Big Idea: Paul is illustrating what life is like under the supervision of the law by using images of a jailer (3:23), a tutor or guardian (3:25, 4:2) and a manager (4:2). Christ fulfilled the law through his perfect life and death on the cross. 
The Galatians are like first century children, who before their Father’s set time (before Christ) were under the supervision of the law (and therefore guilty and enslaved). They have been redeemed by Christ (bought back for His possession) and are given their full rights, privileges and inheritance as children of God.

· O/I: What privileges of being a child of God are suggested by these two verses? (vv.6-7) Why are each of these privileges so significant?(a. the gift of the Spirit and being led by the Spirit (v.6), b. being free from the curse of the law (v. 7, you are no longer a slave), c. intimacy with God (v.6, “Abba! (an term of affection used in the first century for father) Father!)

· I: How is our relationship with our heavenly Father, different than our relationship with our earthly Father? (Our relationships with our earthly fathers are not always a good picture of our relationship with our heavenly Father. Being a child of God is soooo good- Just read the promises from Romans 8 for those who are in Christ- He loves us, He forgives us and approves of us through Christ, He is for us, He is always with us, He will not condemn us, He gave us the Holy Spirit, He desires intimacy with us, etc.!,)
· A: What does it look like to grow in intimacy with Him in our lives? How can we seek to draw near to our heavenly Father this week?

· A: What is one truth from this passage that you would like to focus on for application?

