Life Group #9: Christ has set us free to love others

  




   Galatians 5:1-15

Objectives: To understand the freedom we have through the Gospel and to live out that freedom by loving one another.

Launch
Who is someone in your life that you have a difficult time loving? Why is it so difficult for you to love that person? (watch out for gossip here()
Context
In this passage, Paul is transitioning from his explanation and defense of the Gospel into explaining more about how the Gospel and the Spirit enable us to live lives that reflect Christ.


Explore

Read Galatians 5:1-5:15

· O: What are some initial observations or thoughts you have from this section? What questions arise?

· O/I: What do you think are the key verses from this section?  What is Paul challenging the Galatians to do? (v.1 and v.13- Paul gives his main statement of truth and his main commands- Christ has set us free so we must stand firm in that freedom and use our freedom as an opportunity to love others)

· I: How has Christ set us free? What has He set us free from? (Christ has set us free from the burden of keeping the entire law (He kept it for us) and from the penalty we deserve for breaking it (He died for us))


· I: In verse 2, Paul commands the Galatians to stand firm and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. What does it look like to stand firm in the Gospel from all that we’ve learned in Galatians? (To believe the Gospel, to continue to trust only in Christ work and not in our own works for our right standing with God, to believe that we’re always loved and approved by God because we’re in Christ, to believe that we will never be condemned, to both begin and continue by the power of God’s Spirit and not by our own strength, eagerly hoping and waiting for the day we will be with Christ in eternity (v. 6), and so much more)
· O: How does Paul further explain the problem of living under the burden of the law in v.2-4? What do you think he’s trying to say in your own words? (It’s key that he says “if” here. But Paul is saying that if the Gentiles really believe that they need to become Jewish by being circumcised to be truly in a right relationship with God, then they are obligated to keep the whole law. For those that would turn back to being justified by the law, they are in effect not accepting that they can be justified by faith in Christ and not accepting His grace. They are therefore apart from Christ. We either trust in our works or we trust in Christ’s work. There is no inbetween.)


· O/I: In v. 7-12, Paul once again appeals to the Galatians about the false teachers that were leading them astray. How does he describe them? Why does he describe them in that way? (He is clearly not happy with them. Why? Because they were trying to lead them away from the truth of the Gospel. Note: When Paul talks about preaching circumcision, he is referring to preaching that told non-Jews, like the Galatians, that they had to basically become Jewish (be circumcised, obey the food laws) to be in a right relationship with God)
· A: Has there ever been someone in your life who has led you astray from Christ by their words or their actions? How so?


· I/A: How does understanding the Good News of the Gospel motivate us to truly love our neighbor (among whom Jesus also includes our enemies)? (This is SOOO important. All that we’ve learned about the Gospel should result in LOVING others. If it doesn’t, then we don’t truly “get it”. We don’t really believe it in our hearts. We too are messed up, sinful men and women. Our hearts are full of pride, self-centeredness, unbelief, and the many things that stem from those. Yet God still loves us! Knowing and being honest with the depth of our sin enables us to see how vast God’s love is for us. Experiencing God’s love first is how we love God- we love because He first loved us (1 John 4)! Finally, loving God is our motivation and means for loving our enemies. He enables us to love those people, even if we might not “feel” like loving them.)
· A: Who is someone that you have been having a difficult time loving? What can you do practically this week to move toward them in love?

· A: What is one truth from this passage that you would like to focus on for application?

Announcements

Rides for Real Life!
