Life Group: Great Banquet
Luke 14:15-23
Objectives: We want students to understand that the great banquet is salvation awaiting all people through faith in Jesus Christ, and that there are many worldly things that prevent their entry.
Getting to Know You (10 minutes)

Launch
Think of time you were invited to a party or wedding in which you didn’t attend? What were the reasons surrounding why you missed it?

Explore
Here on a Sabbath Jesus is in the house of a prominent Pharisee, eating a meal with many religious scholars and teachers. After a long meal of being watched, teaching on humility, and true hospitality, Jesus begins to respond to the comment made by someone at the table. You may read Luke 14:1-14 to gain some of the context for this parable.
Read Luke 14:15-24
1. Describe the setting and scene in your own words.  
2. Right away one of the guests of the Pharisee exclaims “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” Why do you think he said this?
3. What is he talking about? (Isaiah 25:6-9, the feast is the long awaited salvation and restoration of God and his people, not only just the Jews but for Gentiles as well)
4. Jesus Responds with a parable about a man preparing a great banquet. What’s the greatest desire of the host of the banquet?
5. How did the first group of guests respond? Why do you think they responded like that?(They came up with different excuses which declined the offer to come to the banquet)

· Note: It was customary in these times to send out an invite having guests RSVP if they were going to come so the person planning could account for the number of people coming. All these guests being invited had already said yes to the first invite
6. How did the host of the banquet respond?
7.  What do you think Jesus is trying to say to us about the feast of the kingdom (salvation) through this parable?

8. How have you responded to the invite? Why?
9. What have been your excuses?
10. What are the things that you value more than the banquet? (wise man once said show me your checkbook, and schedule and I will tell you what you value.)
11. What were the differences between the two types of people invited? (the ones invited originally, but who declined the offer of the banquet choosing the things of this world. Then there were the crippled, lame, blind and poor who were in the banquet.)

12. Which identity are you going to live out of? (The religious person who does good things, but who also loves the world, or the spiritually impoverished person who is just overwhelmed with joy standing in the banquet hall, partaking in the feast, thankful for the host’s desire to have you there?!)
13. How would your life be different? Why?
14. What has to change in your life starting tonight?
Apply

· We covered a lot of material tonight, what is one thing that has challenged you or caused you to think?

· Write down one application for you personally.
· Who is one person you can invite to the banquet?
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3.
· Have one person close in prayer
Announcements (5 minutes) 
· Cast vision for Fall Retreat, challenge your entire LG to go. Set up meeting time/place to go to Fall Retreat!!
· People can register on Facebook or msureallife.com
