Life Group #10: The Rich Man and Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31
Objectives: We want to get our “justification” from God and not from what is “exalted among men”.  We want to live out our identity as we interact with others around us.  We want to “hear” the scriptures that God has given us.
Note to the leader:  This is a complicated parable with several application options.  Please take some time to read and understand the parable.  Also, think about your Life Group and ask God where He would like you to go with this parable.  I will include a couple different options for application.  There is too much material included here for you to go through in one life group.  

You could talk a lot about identity.  If you had several young or non believers you could use this to help people determine what they are trusting in for “justification” and share the gospel.  You could use it to ask believers if the way they use their money (and stuff) reflects their love of God and His values.  Though this parable takes place in the afterlife, I do not think that its purpose is to describe the afterlife.  In light of that, I would not avoid discussion of the afterlife, but I would not make it the main focus either.  
Getting to Know You (5 minutes)

Launch  Use your own words… (5 minutes)
“Suppose you were to die today and stand before God and he asked you, ‘What right do you have to enter my heaven?’- what would you say?”
Tonight we are going to look at the only parable of Jesus that takes place in the afterlife.  PRAY

Explore

Read Luke 16:19-31
The key to understanding most parables is contrasting the 2 different people in the parable.
· Look at verses 19-21 and contrast the 2 men in this parable. (rich/poor; covered in fine clothes/covered in sores; feasting/starving; clean/unclean; named/no name)
· Do they have anything in common?  (they both died and their time on earth is what determined their eternal destiny)
· Do you think it is significant the Lazarus has a name and the “rich man” does not?  (it has to be significant since Lazarus is the only person in all the parables with a proper name).
· Any idea what Lazarus means?  (God is my help)
· What do you think Jesus is trying to get across by naming one guy and not the other?  (if you build your life on God, if you get your ID from God, no matter what the circumstances you are still you.  Lazarus had nothing in life but he had a name, the rich man had a lot in this life, but when he lost it he had nothing).
· Where do you turn to for your identity?  Who are you?  What are you basing your life on that if you lost it, you lost everything?

Most parables have one main point.  In order to understand the point, you need to understand whom Jesus is speaking to.
· To whom is Jesus speaking?  [read verse 14 and 15- He is speaking against those who justify themselves by things that the world values like money and luxury.  He is speaking to people who thought they would be in heaven because they were religious (Sons of Abraham) and wealthy.]
· In your opinion, what is the point that Jesus is trying to communicate?  [how one lives on earth has eternal consequences; we need to value what God values (loving people) and not what the world values (money and luxury)]
There seem to be 2 types of people that Jesus is addressing: self-justifiers and God-justifiers.  A self-justifier gets her worth from the things the world values (like money and luxury) a God-justifier gets her value from God.
· From the story, how can we tell which guy is the self-justifier? (his identity was in his status, also he did not use his riches for God or loving others, he used it to justify his worth.  Do you use your wealth and status for loving others or do you use it for your glory?).
· How can we tell if we are a self-justifier? (one way is by how we answered the launch question.  Another is asking where does my worth and value come from?)
· This parable is not given to directly teach us about the afterlife.  However, there are a few things we can pick up from this parable.  What do you observe? (there are no second chances, it is not pleasant for those apart from God, your status on earth does not transfer over)
· Do you think that Jesus is teaching that if you give money to the poor, or if you are born poor that you will get into heaven?  (Not at all! What it means is that the way you use your money shows whether your heart has been changed so that love for others and not luxury for yourselves is what you long for and delight in.)
· What does the rich man ask from hades?  (he asks that Lazarus still serve him, he asks that Lazarus would talk to his brothers)
· What do these questions imply? (He still sees himself as the rich boss and Lazarus as his slave.  He is also implying that he did not get proper information so he wants his brothers to get it.  He has not changed.)
· What does he not ask? (For forgiveness or to get out of hell).
· What does this imply? (he is not asking for a 2nd chance, he is not repentant)
[One of the reasons we all struggle with hell is that we picture hell filled with repentant people begging for another chance.  This picture of hades in Luke 16 is not like that at all.  
Note to the leader- the following is there as a resource if you want it.  You probably do not want to read it to the study, but it may be helpful for you to think about…
C.S. Lewis put it this way…

“There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’ All that are in Hell, choose it. Without that self-choice there could be no Hell. No soul that seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss it. Those who seek find. To those who knock it is opened.”
– The Great Divorce

What is hell, then? It is God actively giving us up to what we have freely chosen-to go our own way, be our own "the master of our fate, the captain of our soul," to get away from him and his control. It is God banishing us to regions we have desperately tried to get into all our lives. J.I.Packer writes: "Scripture sees hell as self-chosen . . . [H]ell appears as God's gesture of respect for human choice. All receive what they actually chose, either to be with God forever, worshipping him, or without God forever, worshipping themselves." (J.I.Packer, Concise Theology p.262-263.) If the thing you most want is to worship God in the beauty of his holiness, then that is what you will get (Ps 96:9-13.) If the thing you most want is to be your own master, then the holiness of God will become an agony, and the presence of God a terror you will flee forever (Rev 6:16; cf. Is 6:1-6.)

Tim Keller in article below.]
http://www.redeemer.com/news_and_events/articles/the_importance_of_hell.html
Apply 
The big idea of this passage is to be someone that is justified by God like Lazarus and not a self-justifier.  
· What can we practically do to become someone justified by God?  (the clue is found in verse 29- we need to “hear” Moses and the Prophets.  We need to have our life aligned to the teaching in scripture.)
· Here are a few verses from Moses and the Prophets that we can learn from.  Note- you can look at all of these passages or maybe just a few.  It will depend on where you want to go for application.  
Moses:

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

(Deuteronomy 6:5 ESV)
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.
(Leviticus 19:18 NIV)
The Prophets:
Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”

(Jeremiah 9:23-24 ESV)
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
11 After the suffering of his soul, 
he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
(Isaiah 53:10-11)
· What do you trust in to give you value?
· What are things you are boasting in?

· Do your actions toward other people show that you value the things that God values?
· What goes through your mind when you read Isaiah 53 and learn that Jesus was literally crushed so that you can be made righteous (or justified)?

· This is what theologians call the “great exchange”.  Jesus takes our sin and punishment and gives us His righteousness.  Have you made that exchange and received His forgiveness and righteousness?

· Announce
