Life Group #2: The Parable of the Soils
Mark 4:1-9; 13-20

Objectives: We want students to evaluate the state of their life.  We want them to determine if they are listening to and receiving the Word of God.  We want them to see that Jesus alone is the source of life.

Getting to Know You (15 minutes)

Ice breaker that helps us get to know each other but also shows if people are listening.

Launch  Use your own words… (3 minutes)
Don’t know why all of you are here, but we are glad that you are.  If there is anything we can do to help you learn more about Jesus, we would love to do it.  We believe that Jesus is the King who is worth following with all of our life.  We also know that people are at different places in that process.  We want this to be a safe place where people can follow Jesus no matter where they are at in the process.

[Make sure to pass around info sheet for name, room #, phone, email, etc...]

Explore

Set the scene: Read Mark 4:1-9

· What are some ways you could define the word “parable”?

· Jesus often taught in parables, why do you think he chose to teach this way?

In general, parables are stories designed to make one main point.  As you read this story, what point do you think Jesus is trying to communicate?  (Are you someone that hears and applies the Word of God? It is ok if people do not get it right away.)

Break it down (observation):

· What is the contrast in the story? (he contrasts the different types of soils)
· Describe each soil in your own words.

· Describe the “problem” hindering the seed growing in each soil.  (each have a depth problem, also the third has things that choke out the growth)
· What is the result of the seed falling into good soil?  (fruit is produced)
· What do you think this parable means?  Most of the time Jesus does not interpret the parables.  However, his disciples were confused so he interpreted this one so we can know exactly what the parable means.
Bringing understanding: Read 4:13-20

· In general what do the soils represent (different lives of people)
· What does the seed represent?

· How would you define “the word”?  (In general it would describe the Bible, but specifically it is the message of Jesus- “the good news”)
· Jesus could have said the Word is like a sword or a hammer.  Why does He say it is like a seed?

The first three soils:

· Since each soil represents a type of person, who might each soil represent in the day of Jesus?  [Soil 1- hard hearted religious leaders; Soil 2- the crowd looking for a miracle; Soil 3- His family who was embarrassed by Him (3:20)]
· How do we see each of these three soils represented in lives today?

· What are things present at MSU that has potential to choke out the Word?

The good soil:

· In the parable, what makes the 4th soil good?  (It was able to receive the seed with depth and allow it to grow without things choking it out)
· What are the characteristics that make a person “good soil”?  (they hear the Word, the accept it and bear fruit).
· What does it mean to “accept” the Word?  (to embrace it and apply it)
· What does it mean to bear fruit?  (to become like Jesus)
Apply

· Which soil best represents your life right now?
· Which one do you want to represent your life?
· What is one thing you need to do in order to hear and embrace the Word?
It is important that people do not leave thinking that they need to do good things.  The point of this passage is that each person evaluate how they are hearing.  Do they hear and take it to heart or not.  For the “seed” to be effective it needs to be internalized and applied to our heart.  

Part of “hearing” is applying the basic gospel message to our heart.  We need to explain the good news to people have a chance to embrace this message!  
Announcements (5 minutes) 

· Set up meeting time/place to go to Real Life.  Invite to tailgate.
