Life Group #3: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

Objectives: We want students to know and understand that there is only one way to obtain approval or righteousness from God. All of our confidence should be in Christ and not in ourselves. We want followers and those who are not followers to receive grace and mercy from Jesus and allow Him to declare us righteous.
Launch  Use your own words… (3 minutes)

What are some blessings in your life that you are really grateful for?  How would your life look different if you did not have these blessings? (Ex. Health, Intelligence, Education, The nation you were born in, Family, Wealth)

How do these blessings impact your relationship with God? With others? (Ex. Access to the Bible, Able to Learn about God freely, continue to be educated, can teach others, ability to give and serve)

Explore

Set the scene: Read Luke 18:9-14

· Who is the audience Jesus is speaking to? (It’s important to note the characteristics of the audience Jesus is teaching the parable to.) 
· Describe the story in your own words? Who are the characters and what type of men were they? How does it end? (Pharisees were highly religious and the keeper of the law. Tax collectors turned on the Jewish people to collect taxes for the Roman government.)
In this parable the tax collector goes home justified while the Pharisee does not. Justification means the tax collector is able to stand rightly in the presence of God and the Pharisee will be condemned. We need to compare and contrast the difference in the prayers to see what sets them apart. 

Break it down (observation):

The Pharisee

· What are your observations about the Pharisee? 

· What is his attitude towards God? What do you think about the content of his prayer? (There is a lot that’s not wrong with the prayer. He should give thanks to God for all things, pray in privacy, and be devoted in fasting and giving. The problem with the Pharisee’s prayer was not that he thanked God for his spiritual growth. It’s because he thought his spiritual growth justified him.)
· What is his attitude towards himself and others? (confident in himself, thinks he’s better than others, he’s not following the command to love God and others)
· Why does he feel so confident towards God?  (On paper, he’s got some reason to be confident, even cocky. He can look around at others and think ‘How could God not want me? Especially when I look around at your other options’)
The tax collector

· What are your observations about the tax collector?

· What is his attitude towards God? Why is he so scared of God? (Contrary to the Pharisee, this guy has done nothing right. He can’t even say, ‘Well, at least I have this going for me’. Instead, he knows his only chance to be with God is by hoping in God’s mercy.)
· What causes the tax collector to ask for God’s grace and mercy? (He realizes his only chance is to believe that God can change him)

Bringing understanding: 

· What do the Pharisee and the tax collector have in common? (They both need to be justified by God. They are both sinners in need of a Savior.)
· How have all of the great qualities of the Pharisee actually kept him from God’s grace and mercy? (He’s learned to depend on his abilities to please God instead of embracing God’s grace for his sinfulness)
· Why does God respond to the tax collector’s humility by justifying him instead of the Pharisee? (The tax collector knows his only chance to stand rightly before God is for God to choose him through His grace and mercy rather than anything he has done.)
Short Film:

Even though the Pharisee seems to be a more extreme example, we often do try to make ourselves more attractive in order to seek approval. 

· Watch the short film ‘Not Evelyn Cho’. (Found at globalshortfilmnetwork.com. Tip: Intro the film and ask everyone to think about 1)What is Sarah longing for? 2)What changes in her life and what doesn’t?)
· Discuss observations about film.

· What do you think Sarah is longing for? (Make sure to hit on longing for approval or security through approval.)
· How does Sarah grow during the film? 

· What remains unchanged at the ending?

· Why did Sarah fail at getting to know the delivery guy? (Her strategy was to make herself more attractive rather than to just get to know him.)
· In what ways do we try to get approval from God? What is the good that comes? What is the bad?

Apply

A relationship with God should spur you on towards growing in Biblical living. While this growth should produce confidence in our relationship with Christ, this confidence should always be based in humility in what Christ has done for us instead of confidence in what we can do for God. (Choose the best application questions for your group.)
· How can confidence in yourself keep you from your need for Jesus?

· What causes you to think you are more deserving of God’s love than others are?

· Why is there just as much need for Christ in your life now as any other time?

· When the tax collector came to God he was scared. What are truths about God that you need to be reminded of to build your trust in Jesus? 

· What are areas in your life that you want to fix for God’s approval rather than confess your need for God’s grace?

· Show ‘Not Evelyn Cho’ to a friend and discuss the film.

Announcements (5 minutes) 

· Set up meeting time/place to go to Real Life.  
· Set up rides/details for the Barn Bash
