Life Group #4: The Two Debtors
Luke 7:36-50

Objectives: We want students to respond to their need for forgiveness.  We want them to see that Jesus alone is the source of forgiveness.  We want the forgiven to respond from a heart of love and gratitude.

For the leaders- Read the story 10 times and allow it to penetrate your heart before preparing to teach it.  Read it in the ESV, NIV and The Message to keep it fresh.
Getting to Know You (5 minutes)

Announcements (2 minutes) 

· Invite to fall retreat and Real Life.
Launch [Make sure to pass around info sheet]
Show short film Venia:

http://www.globalshortfilmnetwork.com/venia-p-53-c-8_24_12.html
· How was the son able to forgive his father?

· When the father saw the greatness of his sin towards his son, what was his response?

· Why is forgiveness so powerful?
As a group we have been studying the parables of Jesus.  This week, our parable takes place in an interesting situation…  Let me describe it.

The scene is a dinner party.  A Pharisee, the religious and cultural elite of the day, had invited Jesus over for a dinner party.  It was a special meal that had Jesus as the guest of honor.  In those days it was normal to allow uninvited guests stand around the walls so they could watch and listen to the conversation.  The people eating the meal would all lean on one elbow with their head toward the center of the table and their feet angled away toward the walls.

Then, as Luke tells the story, “Behold, a woman of the city, who was a known sinner brought a very expensive jar of perfume to anoint the feet of Jesus.”  As she went to anoint his feet she was overcome with emotion. As she stood there weeping, literally raining down tears upon the feet of Jesus, letting down her hair, she dried his feet, kissed them and anointed them with the perfume.

When the religious leader saw this he said to himself- “if this man was a prophet, he would know what kind of woman this is who is touching him- for she is a sinner.

Jesus, who knows his thoughts, said “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

Simon replied- “Say it, teacher”.

Jesus, then launched into our parable for today- "Two men were in debt to a banker. One owed five hundred silver pieces, the other fifty. Neither of them could pay up, and so the banker canceled both debts.  Now which of them will love him more?”

Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”

  "That's right," said Jesus. Then turning to the woman, but speaking to Simon, he said, "Do you see this woman? I came to your home; you provided no water for my feet, but she rained tears on my feet and dried them with her hair. You gave me no greeting, but from the time I arrived she hasn't quit kissing my feet. You provided nothing for freshening up, but she has soothed my feet with perfume. Impressive, isn't it? She was forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very grateful. If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal."

Then Jesus spoke to the unnamed, silent woman and said- “Your sins are forgiven.”

The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 

Jesus ignored them and said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
Explore- open to Luke 7  (20 minutes)
· What is the main point of the parable?  (God forgives sin freely and that His forgiveness will result in a response of love)
· How does Jesus make his point? (by contrasting Simon and the woman)
· Simon and the woman each approached Jesus.  Contrast the two different approaches to Jesus. (intellectual vs. love; asked Jesus to come on his terms vs. coming to Jesus; Gave nothing vs. gave it all; did something nice and socially acceptable vs. gave her all, risking humiliation)
· To what does Jesus compare forgiveness of sin?  (Canceling a debt)
· What does this teach us about sin and forgiveness? (we can not pay for our sin, forgiveness is offered freely but it is costly for the one who cancels the debt)
· Does the woman act because she is forgiven, or is she forgiven because she acts? (her tears are the key, she is acting because she has been forgiven, Jesus also identifies that is was her faith that has saved her)
· Jesus said that her faith had saved her.  What does this mean?  (she trusted that He was God and able to forgive a sinner like her)
· In verse 49 a profound question is asked: (read it).  “Who is this…?”  How would you answer this question?

· Why is this a crucial question for us to answer?  (Either Jesus is God and is able to forgive sins, or he is a nut who deserves to die.)  

Apply (15 minutes!)
· In this passage, Jesus wants us to consider our own identity.  According to this passage, what identity characterizes all people? (We are all debtors, but we all have potential to be forgiven debtors- no one is too far to be forgiven)
· With whom do you identify with more, the woman or Simon?  Why?
· The main character of the story, does not verbally speak once, yet her actions say everything.  If you were in this story, what would your actions communicate?
· Why does she act the way that she does?  (she knows how much she needs to be forgiven and how much she has been forgiven).
· What is one thing we can take away from this? (our ability to love God [or people for that matter] is dependant on seeing ourselves as deeply forgiven)
· We need to not compare ourselves to others (like Simon) but we do need to acknowledge the ways we have sinned against God.  Write out they ways you have offended God.  1 John 1:8-9?
Allow time for people to confess and repent of their sins.  You can then offer people the chance to pray in faith that Jesus would forgive their sins and save them.  Remember that there may be many “Simon’s” in your study.  They look religious and have an intellectual approach to Jesus, but have not received forgiveness and thus do not show their love by their actions.  They need to repent as much as the “bad sinners” that may be in your group.

· Allow for silent prayer, then you close in prayer.

· There are many ways that this parable reflects our society.  One is that religious people often make “sinners” feel like they should not get close to Jesus.  We have seen clearly tonight that this is not the case.  Who is someone you know that you think would receive this story as good news?  Pray for them by name. 

