Life Group #9: The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

Objectives: God has given us a command to love our neighbor.  We want students to see that our neighbor is anyone God puts in our path (even those that are different than us, who have hurt us, or who we might see as an enemy), and that there is no boundary on God’s command for who we should love.  We want to see students apply this passage by taking steps of faith in showing love and mercy to their neighbor. 

Getting to Know You (5 minutes)

Video: “Good” (See questions on next page)
Explore

Read Luke 10:25-37

Observation questions

Vv 25-28

· There are five questions in these verses, what are they? (What must I do to inherit eternal life?  What is written in the law?  How do you read it?  Who is my neighbor? Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?)
· Which of these questions does the parable revolve around? (Who is my neighbor?)
· Who are the characters in Jesus’ parable?  What is the definition of each character? (IMPORTANT, this sets up the weight of the parable.  See notes below)
· Knowing this context, what emotional response did Jesus intend to bring about from the lawyer by using a Samaritan to help a Jewish man?  (He would have been shocked!!)   

· What kind of relationships exists today that have a lot of animosity with each other like Jews and Samaritans had in Jesus day?  In your life, who is the hardest person (or type of people) to love? (have everyone write names on a piece of paper.  Examples: Hitler/Nazi’s and the Jews, drunk drivers, a family member, who else?)
Interpretation Questions

Vv 25-28 (what leads up to the parable)
· How would you have answered the lawyer’s question about eternal life?  Would you have responded the way Jesus did?  (Let people share)
Is Jesus teaching, “works righteousness”? 

So what is Jesus’ point?  How do we reconcile this verse with other verses like (Romans 3:28, Ephesians 2:8-9) that say we are saved by faith and grace alone?

(This should really make us think and realize that our actions matter, but they do not save us! We are saved by faith and grace alone, but faith without fruit (like love/mercy) is not true faith.  If we have no love for God and others in our life, it is safe to say we have not understood what it means to love God.  If this is the case, we should ask, “Have I really placed my faith in God?”  Our works don’t save us!  But, our works are fruit that we really do love and believe in God.  Jesus wanted to show the lawyer that actions matter, and that the lawyer had a need because he could not and did not keep the law.  (1 John 3:10, 14, 4:20)
Vv29-37 (the parable) 
· In response to Jesus command to love your neighbor, what does it mean that the lawyer “wanted to justify himself?”         (See answer to next question)
· What point do you think Jesus is making in using such a shocking parable to explain to the lawyer who his neighbor is?  (By asking, “Who is my neighbor?” the lawyer was putting boundaries on God’s command to love.  He wanted to find a justifiable reason not to love certain people (perhaps those that were not like him, or who were considered “a sinner” or those that were not Jewish). Jesus wanted the lawyer (and us) to see that our neighbor is anyone God puts in our path (even those that are different than us, who have hurt us, or who we might see as an enemy), and that there is no boundary on God’s command for who we should love.  Jesus even commands that we love our enemies, Matthew 5:43-44.  This is not an option, but a command.  Notice too that it was the Jew’s “enemy”, the Samaritan, who helped him.)

· Knowing what we learned about laws regarding priests and Levites, was the priest and Levite justified for not having mercy on the injured man? (They were not justified.  Even though their duties were required, the Bible teaches the greatest law is to love God and love your neighbor.  Therefore, it would have been lawful and required for them to help the man.  Love is the first obligation.)
· According to the parable what does it practically mean to be a neighbor to someone? (Have mercy on them)  *The definition of mercy is: “compassionate or kindly forbearance shown toward an offender, an enemy, or other person in one's power.”  In other words, mercy is not ignoring someone or putting up with a person, but compassion that comes out in action.  Knowing the definition of mercy, think about the people you wrote on your paper; are there justifiable reasons not to obey the command to love them and show them mercy? (No.)
· Where can you find the motivation and strength to obey the command to love those people? (Either guilt, which never works!  Or we MUST see that we are helpless, unloving and unlovable at times, and in CONSTANT need for God and people to have mercy on us!  When we see this, we will begin to have mercy on others out of compassion.) 
Apply (DO NOT SKIP THIS!)

· According to the parable, who then is your neighbor?  (Anyone who God puts in our path.  Anyone who has a need.  All people have needs.  *It is key to note: Though the Jew/Samaritan relationship is meant to be shocking, Jesus is not saying to only have mercy on those we have a hard time getting along with, but he is communicating that there is no boundary on God’s command for who we should love.  Our neighbor is also our friends, classmates, floor mates, family, international students, etc.)
· 2 Applications:                                    1) From your list, who do you want to take a step of faith toward by loving them and showing them mercy?  How will you show them mercy?  (Is there a family member or friend you need to reconcile with, make a phone call to, do a favor, say a kind word, or share the gospel with – (A person who does not have the gospel, and who does not have Christ as their savior, is worse off than a man who has been robbed and left half dead)?  Is there a person on your floor, or classmate you can talk to?                                            2) One specific way God mentions in the Bible that we can love our neighbor is by loving foreigners and strangers in our land.  For this week, meet an international student you don’t know and become their friend.  Invite them to hang out with your friends, to real life or life group.  Where might you meet an international student?                     The man in the story who was robbed had many needs.  What type of needs might an international student have?  (Friends, English practice, going to the store, a need for the gospel – most have never heard it!) 
Announce

· Remind, “I agree with” campaign

· Training at 6:45, Thursday, across from Real Life room for anyone who wants to learn how to talk to international students about Jesus.

Video questions:

1.    What do you think of the story? Observations?

2.    What prevented the first two people from having mercy on the guy? Are those reasons justifiable?

3.  What was the difference between the man who helped and the others who didn't?  (He wasn't as selfish, saw a need and took action)

4.   Who is actually “good” in the film?    

5.   What do people use to determine if they are “good” or not? ( Comparison, doing the "right thing", not getting caught..)

6.    Would you have helped in this situation? Why or why not? (Would you have stopped if it was someone else? - kid, women…)

Notes:

Priest and Levite: Both priests and Levites were men who served in the temple (Levites assisted the priests). These duties in the temple were required by God and therefore extremely important. Contact with a corpse, a dead man, or sick person caused defilement and required a set of purification measures with financial costs, and therefore rendered the temple servant from caring out his obligations for a certain amount of time. 
Samaritan: Extremely hated by the Jews and were considered foolish. According to John 4:9, Jews had "no dealings with the Samaritans".  Samaritans were considered grossly different, and “half breeds” because they intermarried with non-Jewish people. Samaritans did not believe in all the texts that Jews considered Scripture and were even said to have desecrated the Jewish temple by scattering human bones throughout it.
The man beat up by robbers and left half dead: Probably a Jewish man. 

Road from Jerusalem to Jericho: Know for being a dangerous road and for a place of robberies. 

